Connecticut Association of Diversity and Equity Professionals(d/b/a CTAAAP)

Membership Meeting
January 17, 2013
Department of Transportation

Newington, CT
Minutes

Present: see attached Sign In
Debi Welcomed.
(BV) Move to accept minutes Debi asked for 2nd Camille did Debi said minutes accepted

Eric has Len’s Financial report (been out sick since before Christmas) he overviewed the report expenditures receipts and balance.  Debi asked if any questions.  Terri-Lynn can pay because Len not been here?  Yes, Amanda takes payments. 

TOPIC: BYLAWS

Eric explained why and changes from handout include officers at large and committee changes (name and composition/function) as well as QUORUM for steering committee. 

Debi accept motion to approved BV, so moved and 2nd = Cory, any discussion?  No comments vote, no abstentions so passed.

TOPIC: New Business – Spec Meeting CHRO
Fifteen months since last visited, with taskforce but constant issue was CHRO reviewers not included.  So meeting set so they could be heard.  Four of eight CHRO commissioners were present and Bob B, Erin Choquette, Charlie Krich /CHRO and Andy/DOL.

Reviewers and Marcia spoke about Rep. Morris and Larry _______ from Black & Latino Caucus. 

BV: What did reviewers speak about?  Debi –elimination of LMA’s and doing statewide because eliminate goals in these areas.  Val had paperwork on titles that should/would not have goals – HIP goals going to employment goals.  TS-When give charts to CHRO Commissioners had asterisk to show if hire meets promo.  Good Faith Effort (GFE) definition, the items/examples to pin it down were seen as things were minimally required by law and gave proposed definition which included “as minimally required by law.  The reviewers felt diluted GFE.  Electronic filing because who do electronically review.  Want to see evidence of documentation (notices etc).  Everyone on both sides had good concerns, OPM talked about pot money called apply for.

COMMISSIONERS (CHRO)

Idea of review and fix and correct and resubmit.  Bob B said was something he wanted it in there.  Reviewers concerned about giving it away not meeting goals of Plan.

LG: OPM also wanted the resubmit because a minor error caused plan to be disapproved.

BV: Consensus after that.  Debi none, further meetings to address. 
Commissioner May said too, important to make decision and they didn’t have a QUROM to decide 1/15/13. It was a really good meeting and everyone was well spoken and considerate.

TOPIC: MAC

Last longevity April payment after that the April/October sums rolled into hourly rate. If ever COLA/PAR then on higher sum/rate.
DAS Report Salary Compression

It is real plus without COLAS/AI’s etc., managers have salaries.

SEBAC Grievance/Longevity
Lost on arbitration (A&R) and says managers have fared less well overall.

TOPIC: INTRODUCTIONS AROUND ROOM
TOPIC: COMMITTEES

Committee 5 now due to bylaws change

1. Legislative

2. Program Planning

3. Scholarship

4. Membership/Marketing & Fundraising

5. Historical Archives 

History Committee
Guest – Nancy Peluso (860-757-6599) and Nancy Lieffort (860-757-6576) from CSL.

CSL: Tuesday – Friday 9-5 and Sat 9-2 hours

Like copies of brochures, marketing material, etc., for mandated reports they get. Library for the Blind in Rocky Hill for anyone who cannot hold traditional book and everything is by mail. 

Membership

Save the Date: Friday February 15, 2013 1-4pm annual business luncheon
Historical Committee Report
In process collecting data and materials from Nick to Amanda and Theresa did timeline of Affirmative Action. 

Program Planning Committee Report
AA certificate program and still strong interest in AA Plan training (even if old regs) DOT has taping capabilities and s/about mediation training too.

Scholarship Committee Report
Two presentations for presales in fall to Barbara Viadella “rose” for show appreciation and for Faith Jackson gift card.  Planning multicultural Bazar April 25, 2013, 4:30 – 8 pm in West Hartford and may Gabby Douglas there.  Will send updates through Eric –looking for volunteers.  Also looking for vendors $50 for booth.

Looking for donations for water and snacks, bring before 4:30 and phone/email committee ahead and 
Butter Braids, March 14, 2013 at 11:00 am, Middletown City Hall delivery 245 DeKoven Drive and we should be able to reach $5,000 to have endowment.

Legislative Committee Gabby Douglas
Taken GHW suggestion to be more active and have discussed at Steering Committee meetings. 

TOPIC: PRESENTERS

Presenters from CSL on MLK Jim

January 15, would have been Dr. King’s 84th birthday.  Ask Nancy and Nancy to come and talk to us about MLK with video on MLK Connecticut connection.

Nancy Leiffert stumbled across newspaper article in Simsbury, CT tobacco barn (1991) ruins of old Morehouse dorm in Simsbury, CT tobacco farms.  

CT Explorer (formerly Hog River Journal) magazine CT history one good story after another, Vol. 10/No. 4.

Article Laboring in the Shade

Aerial photos from 1934 of dorm Morehouse with five tobacco sheds (Simsbury Fire Department webpage use as control burn house).

CT River Valley was premium for growing shade tobacco which brought MKL to Connecticut.

1940’s Bedtime Story – CT Shade Tobacco Farm Camp (pictures and postcards)

Museum of Connecticut History at CSL (part of).

CSL is executive branch has: 

Museum of CT History

Library for the Blind in Rocky Hill

Library Development

Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station/New Haven:  Controlling Diseases of Tobacco FEB 1949

Disease and Decays of CT Tobacco, FEB 1940

Article Laboring in the Shade in Connecticut Explored

MLK spent summers 1944 and 1947 working in tobacco farms in CT.  Simsbury Cullman Brothers aka Culbro Morehouse students/farms and dormitory

Used Depression –era Civilian  Conservation Corps  Camps

Viewing of Video (DMHAS) Fourteen minutes (Dr. King’s Connecticut Connection)

